
On the 15th of March 2019, H.E the President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Edgar C. Lungu addressed the National Assembly 
in accordance with article 9(2) of the Zambian Constitution, which demands that the President addresses the nation on the 
progress made towards application of national values found in article 8.

Recognition of the need to respond to the existential threat of climate change by improving the management of natural resources. Government has been 
implementing climate change adaptation and mitigation measures which include; 

• It entails collective decision-making, accountability and transparency in running the affairs 
of the country

Government has  endeavored to involve citizens in the development of Government policy and 
legislation. For instance, in 2018, citizens were consulted during the formulation of;

1. The Industrial Policy, 

2. The Non-Governmental Organisations Policy, 

3. The Heritage and Conservation Policy. 

4. The National Health Insurance Act No. 2 Of 2018. 

• Enhancing integrity in the public service - The Public Finance Management Act No. 1 of 
2018 is now instrumental in enhancing transparency and accountability in the use of public 
funds. 

• Civil society involvement in Good Governance- Government continued providing a conducive 
environment for civil society to participate in the governance of the country. 

• In 2018, (150) one hundred and fifty civil society organisations were registered, bringing 
the total number of active civil society organisations, working in various sectors of our 
country to 906. 
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4. DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH TO PARLIAMENT 
PROGRESS MADE IN THE APPLICATION OF NATIONAL VALUES AND PRINCIPLES
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• Afforestation and reforestation. 

• Conservation farming. 

• Promotion of green energy as well 
as safeguarding and improving our 
environment through effective waste 
management. 

• In 2018, trees were planted on 3,951 
hectares of land. 

• 15,509 hectares of land was allocated for 
the establishment of community forests in 
5 sites of Mpulungu District. 

• 10,542 fruit trees were planted

• 24,854 exotic trees and 60,000 vetiver 
grass were planted. 

• Statutory Instrument No. 11 of 2018 was 
issued to enhance community participation 
in forest management. This has so far 
resulted in the signing of 21 forest 
management agreements covering a total 
forest area of 32,730 hectares of land in 
Muchinga and North-Western Provinces. 

• A total of 267,000 farmers have adopted 
conservation agricultural practices 
countrywide.

• Patriotism entails lifelong commitment by 
all towards national unity.

• Evidence of selfless devotion is increasing 
through support Government is receiving.

• “Think local first” to support local products 
and increase their uptake.

• Training of local contractors to enable high 
quality delivery of infrastructure work.

• Government committed to 
promoting rights of citizens in 
national affairs.

• Government committed to 
upholding supremacy of the 
constitution.

• Continuous voter sensitization 
to promote civic education 
objectives. 

• 27 voter sensitization activities 
done in districts with by-elections 
in 2018. 

• Government undertaking 
constitutional reforms to meet 
aspirations of people.

• Promotion of our motto “One 
Zambia One Nation”, co-
existence and diversity.

• Perpetrators of political violence 
to face the law regardless of 
political affiliation.

• Police must deal with political 
violence professionally.

• 1,920 local contractors trained.

• Local contractors urged to embrace culture 
of hard work.

• No to Vandalism-everyone must safeguard 
heavy infrastructure investment in our 
country.

• Zambians must proudly speak well of our 
country home and abroad.
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• Citizens must fully participate in 
commemoration of national days.

• Education of our children on meaning of 
national symbols must continue.

• Spirit of constructive and progressive 
dialogue must be embraced.
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• Government has been undertaking research 
and development and has come up with 
drought  resistant crop varieties and 
contribute to crop diversification. In this 
regard, a total of 13 new crop varieties were 
released onto the market in 2018.

• Continuously sensitize the citizenry on 
reducing, re-using and recycling of plastic 
products. 

• Government introduced a partial ban on the 
use of plastics through Statutory Instrument 
No. 65 of 2018 on extended producer 
responsibility to enhance implementation of 
the Environmental Management Act No. 12 Of 
2011.

• Enacted the Solid Waste Regulation And 
Management Act No. 20 of 2018. The 
implementation of this Act will improve the 
handling and disposal of solid waste. 

• Sustainable development also requires that 
old and dilapidated infrastructure is either 
repaired or demolished and then “built back 
better”. 
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“Morality and Ethics are values that define who we, as 
a people, collectively believe to be right or wrong, these 
values may either be written or not written.  As a country 
a lot of positive strides have been made towards improving 
morality and ethics in the country especially in areas of 
gender-based violence, alcohol and substance abuse, 
defilements and teenage pregnancies which have 
continued to rise in our country.” 

 • To reduce the incidence of gender-based violence in the 
country, the Government embarked on a countrywide 
awareness program against gender-based violence. 
This robust awareness has resulted into increased 
reporting of cases from 21,504 in 2017 to 22,073 in 
2018.

 • Government has so far offered counselling and legal 
support to 8,682 victims of GBV. 

 • To expedite the prosecution of GBV perpetrators, 
Government has continued to establish one stop- fast 
track courts. As at 2017   there were only two fast track 
courts in Lusaka and Kabwe but as at 2018 four more 
courts were established and are functional in Chipata, 
Ndola, Livingstone and Mongu. 
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5.   MORALITY AND ETHICS

7. MONITORING PROGRESS 

 • To promote the dignity of workers, Government, 
in September 2018, revised the minimum wage 
for domestic, shop and general workers.  

 • In 2018, Government, through the Street 
Children programme, provided social support 
and rehabilitation services to 1,350 street 
children consisting of 1,215 boys and 135 girls.

 • Two additional first level hospitals were 
completed in 2018 and are operational in Chipata 
and Nyimba. The construction of 14 health posts 
was completed, bringing the total number to 289.

 • To promote equity in access to education, 
especially by girls from vulnerable households, 
Government is implementing the “Keeping Girls 
in School” programme. In 2018, a total of 16,162 
girls were supported with school fees against a 
target of 14,000. 

 • To bridge the digital divide between urban 
and rural areas, Government completed the 
construction of 623 communication towers in 
unserved and under-served areas in 2018. Out of 
these towers, 338 are already functional. 

morality & Ethics Alcohol abuse
TEENAGE PREGNANCIES

TEENAGE PREGNANCIES

PROMOTE HONEST, 
LOYALTY & INTEGRITY

Alcohol abuse

Cyber security

Gender-based violence

prosecution of Gbv

DIGNITY OF WORKERS LEGAL REPRESENTATION Access to land

CERTIFICATES OF TITLE

Teacher recruitment

ACCESS TO WATER

Rural Electrification

14 HOSPITALS COMPLETION

ACCESS TO EDUCATION

BRIDGE

one stop- fast track courts

awareness program

MINIMUM WAGE LEGAL AID SERVICES ACROSS THE COUNTRY men & women

EMPOWERING WOMEN
FROM BOREHOLES

national grid

TOTAL NUMBER OF 289

GIRLS FROM VULNERABLE HOUSEHOLDS

DIVIDE BETWEEN URBAN & RURAL AREAS

sensitization programmes in schools

SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF GIRLS

SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF GIRLS

among traditional and Religious
leaders

cyber crimes bill

A national framework  to  assist in gathering evidence in the 
application of national values and principles at national, 
organisational, community and individual levels has been 
developed. The National Framework provides a coordination 
mechanism among various institutions to facilitate 
comprehensive reporting and tracking of progress on the 
application of the national values and principles

 • 18 of the 25 new radio station licences 
approved in 2018, were for the rural areas.

 • In an effort to improve access to legal 
representation, a total of 4,509 vulnerable 
people who sought assistance were all 
supported with legal aid services across 
the country in 2018.

 • To strengthen the policy framework for the 
provision of legal aid services, government, 
in November 2018, launched the National 
Legal Aid Policy.

 • 1,077 boreholes were constructed in 
rural areas across the country in 2018. 
Approximately 269,250 individuals are 
now able to access clean and safe water 
from these boreholes. 

 • In 2018, Government connected 36 rural 
growth centres in nine districts in five 
provinces to the national grid through the 
Rural Electrification Programme. In total, 
2,497 customers were connected to the 
national grid.

 • To enhance access to land, Government has 
continued to implement the deliberate policy to 
allocate 40 percent of available land to women 
whilst the remaining 60 percent is competed 
for by both men and women. 

 • For instance, in 2018, 3,010 certificates of 
title were processed for women compared 
to 7,063 for men in an effort to reach the 40 
percent target. This clearly demonstrates that 
we are making considerable progress towards 
empowering women.

 • In our quest to eliminate all forms of 
discrimination in the delivery of development, 
government, through the teacher recruitment 
exercise of 2018, reserved ten per cent of the 
total number of positions for persons with 
disabilities.

 • In order to curb alcohol and substance abuse 
Government with help of cooperating  partners 
has undertaken 2,310  sensitization programs 
in schools, work places and communities to 
sensitise on the adverse effects of alcohol abuse. 

 • Government has undertaken sensitization 
measures, among traditional and religious 
leaders, under this program 235 chiefs and 180 
religious leaders from across the country have 
been sensitized on the dangers of alcohol and 
substance abuse.

 • In order to promote responsible use of electronic 
platforms such as social media, Government is 
in the process of enacting the Cyber Security 
and Cyber Crimes Bill and the Data Protection 
Bill has reached an advanced stage. 

 • Teenage pregnancies have continued to be an issue 
of concern and in order to continue with sensitization 
programs which are aimed at reducing teenage 
pregnancy and supporting the rights of girl’s 
Government with the help of other stakeholders  
will continue implementing the adolescent health 
strategy. 

 • 40 trainers of trainers have been trained, 504 peer 
educators have been identified and trained and 
1,309,150  adolescents were reached with health 
messages and various health services. 

 • In order to promote morals and ethics at work 
places, Government developed code of ethics to 
regulate the behavior of public service offices.  This 
program has continued and more institutions have 
developed the code of ethics which promote honest, 
loyalty and integrity. So far 3100 officers from 
immigration and police, 1351 teachers and 5984 
civil servants were sensitized as at end of 2018. 
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