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THE 7TH CHINA - AFRICA THINK TANK FORUM 
 “STRENGTHENING DIALOGUE FOR A SHARED FUTURE” 

The role of Think-Tanks  in society  is  to   engage  in  the  battle  of  
ideas  by  providing  research-based   advocacy  and  evidence-
based  commentary  on  pertinent   public  affairs. Think Tanks 
play a vital role in the development of the economy at both local 
and national levels.  The role further extends to compliment 
Government in making informed policy decisions through public 
policy research and analysis while at the same time aid the 
public to understand government policy decisions. In view of 
the increasing influence of Think-Tanks worldwide, there is need 
for our networks to be established among several like-minded 
institutions to promote a shared approach to development. 

About the Forum 
In view of the foregoing, the 7th China-Africa Think-Tank Forum 
is currently being held in Beijing China under the theme: China-
Africa Relations over the Course of Reform and Opening-up. The 
forum is organized by the Secretariat of the Chinese follow-up 
Committee of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). 
In September this year, about 40 African Presidents and Heads 
of governments are expected to gather in Beijing for FOCAC. The 
forum establishes a mechanism for Chinese and African think 
tanks to exchange ideas and conduct cooperative work towards 
deeper understanding of China-African relations.

The Forum is focusing on three topics, namely: 
1. China-Africa Relations upon the 40th Anniversary of China’s 

Reform and Opening-up;
2. China and African Countries’ Independent Exploration of 

Development Paths: Experience and Inspiration, and 
3. Think-Tanks and Media Cooperation for a stronger voice and 

more effective Public Communication.
The Policy Monitoring and Research Centre (PMRC) is being 
represented by the Executive Director Ms. Bernadette Deka. PMRC 
together with other Think-Tanks such as the Africa Policy Institute 
(API) are presenting position papers at the forum which serves as 
an important supporting activity to the forthcoming 2018 Beijing 
Summit of the Forum on China – Africa Cooperation ( FOCAC) 
to be held in September 2018. The PMRC Executive Director is 
participating in the Forum with a focus on the growth of Think-
Tanks as well as enhanced Zambia – China relations.  The PMRC 
Executive Director is also presenting a position paper on Think-
Tanks and media cooperation for effective public communication. 

Highlights of PMRC’s submission at the Forum, as presented 
by the Executive Director Ms. Bernadette Deka
Topic : Think Tank and Media Cooperation for a stronger voice and 
more effective Public Communication.

Sino-African cooperative relations have experienced rapid 
development since 2000 and, powered by the core engine of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), the growing ties 
have become one of the most significant areas in international 
relations in the past decade.

One of the successful stories of the collaboration between Think 
Tanks and the media have been the successful lobbying of policy 
direction through dissemination of research findings using 
various media platforms for social economic transformation. 
PMRC submits that Think-Tanks should conduct continuous 
training for media practitioners to build capacity in reporting and 
dissemination of key information. This should equip media on 
best ways to interpret research findings, developmental aspects 
as well as policy formulation and implementation. PMRC further 
submits to commend continued exchange programs between 
China-Africa Media and Think-Tank staff (researchers) to ensure 
effective communication and engaging of policy makers that can 
impact on the different nations.

Submission on Debt 
PMRC is also utilizing this platform to speak with key authorities 
from the People’s Republic of China such as representatives from 
the China-Exim Bank to discuss options for relief of Zambia’s 
debt to China.  Zambia’s debt burden has risen noticeably in 
recent years, and Chinese loans form a major part of this debt. 
The Government’s position entails sourcing financing directly 
from Chinese lenders rather than through contractors in a bid to 
cut the cost of borrowing.  An opportunity exists to renegotiate 
the China debt and the Government must strongly consider 
this option. China is an all-weather friend to Zambia and there 
is need for China to demonstrate its commitment to “shared 
prosperity and people-to-people relations” with African countries 
by writing off some debt so that we start afresh on a Public Private 
Partnership  setting. As a Think Tanks we believe that Zambia 
and China should go back to the table following the existing debt 
figures and continue to work on restructuring and renegotiating 
the Chinese debt in the spirit of a shared future and enhanced 
working cooperation moving forward.  

PMRC will continue to advocate for increased economic 
cooperation to achieve phenomenal growth on the strength of 
interwoven interests, expanded people-to-people ties to generate 
fresh impetus to the China-Africa friendship, closer cooperation 
on international and regional issues in an effort to upholding our 
common interests and growth of political relations on the basis of 
strong strategic trust.
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